Symposium addresses nanotechnology and patenting

General Information :

  An international symposium on nanotechnology and patenting will take place at the European Patent Office in The Hague, the Netherlands, on 9 and 10 November.



The symposium sessions will include:



- scientific routes to nanotechnology;



- industrial strategies for nanotechnology;



- long term visions for nanotechnology - science fiction or reality?



- nanoelectronic applications;



- thin film technology for optoelectronic components;



- nanotechnology and consumer products:



- drug delivery solutions.

The event will also include a presentation by the European  Commission's Head of Unit for nanotechnology and nanosciences, 
Renzo Tomellini, on a European strategy for nanotechnology.

Contact Person : For further information, please consult the following web address:



http://www.cordis.lu/nanotechnology/src/events.htm

-------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------

Discussing the European strategy for biotechnology and the life sciences

General Information :

  The European Commission will host a satellite conference on 'A European strategy for biotechnology and life sciences' at the BIOnale event in Maastricht, the Netherlands, from 2 to 4 November.

Representatives from the Research DG will outline opportunities for research teams from all over the world, in particular from industry, to participate in EU funded collaborative research projects. 

Researchers involved in current projects will also present their  own experiences, and stakeholders will be able to discuss strategies for making the European life sciences sector more competitive. These strategies could focus on opportunities in the new Member States, regional initiatives and developing links with  Asian countries. The three initiatives for European Technology  Platforms in the field of life sciences - sustainable chemistry, plant biotechnology and genomics, and innovative medicines - will 

also be presented.

Contact Person : For further information, please contact:



Henriette van Eijl



E-mail: henriette.van-eijl@cec.eu.int



or Waldemar Kütt



E-mail: waldemar.kuett@cec.eu.int



For further information on BIOnale, please visit: http://www.bionale.org

-------------------------------------------------------------------

Food quality and safety - call for STREPs, CAs and SSAs

General Information :

The European Commission has published a call for proposals for specific targeted research projects (STREPs) , Coordination actions (CAs)  and specific support actions (SSAs)  under the 'food quality  and safety' thematic area of the Sixth Framework Programme (FP6) . The call covers the following research areas:
- total food chain;



- epidemiology of food-related diseases and allergies;



- impact of food on health;



- traceability processes along the production chain;



- methods of analysis, detection and control;



- safer and environmentally friendly production methods and technologies and healthier foodstuffs;



- impact of animal feel on human health;



- environmental health risks;



- specific support actions.

Interested parties are invited to consult the original call text 
for details of which instrument is required for each research area.



The total indicative budget for this call is 59 million euro.

The deadline for submitting proposal documents is 8.2.2005.

Before contacting the Commission, proposers are strongly advised to consult the original call text in the Official Journal of the 
European Union at the reference below.

Contact Person : To see the full details of the call, please consult the following 



web address:http://fp6.cordis.lu/fp6/call_details.cfm?CALL_ID=152

-------------------------------------------------------------------

CORDIS offers new gateway to information and support for innovation policy and practice

General Information :

  All users with an interest in innovation policy and practice can now find a comprehensive range of information and services easily accessible via the new Innovation Portal on CORDIS, the Community Research and Development Information Service.

The new service will address the need identified by the latest Innobarometer survey results see 'Related Stories' below) , where only a third of business managers had any knowledge of EU support for innovation. This poor level of awareness was especially true of enterprises with fewer than 250 employees.


The portal, available in English, French, German, Italian and 
Spanish, publishes weekly the latest news and events related to European innovation, including sections devoted to innovation policy, EU support services provided to enterprises, and innovation within the research framework programmes. In addition, it provides valuable research, background and best-practice resources via a searchable archive of articles on innovation, as well as a library of policy documents and official publications. 


The Innovation Portal brings together the latest information from a number of different sources, including the European institutions, national authorities, research organisations and enterprises. The section on 'Innovation Policy' includes developments at European, national and regional levels, such as policy documents, research studies, benchmarking reports and market indicators. 



Practical information on participation in EU innovation activities, along with related funding opportunities, is provided in the section on 'Innovation in the Framework Programmes'. Participating in and benefiting from European research and innovation activities is then facilitated by the organisations assembled in the 'Support 
Services to Enterprises' section.


Users can then benefit from a valuable resource for putting these activities into context and learning from past experience by consulting the 'Articles on Innovation' section. This includes all content published in the European Commission's magazines, 
'Innovation & Technology Transfer' and 'Euroabstracts', since January 2000. The articles can be browsed by theme as well as accessed via a full-text search facility.


The launch of the CORDIS Innovation Portal will mean that enterprises of all sizes, as well as all other interested parties, can for the first time find all relevant information on European  innovation policy and practice conveniently accessible in one location. Please visit the Innovation Portal at the following URL:

Contact Person : http://www.cordis.lu/innovation/
-------------------------------------------------------------------

